Small Group Guide: Daniel Chapter 3
Even If

% Warm Up

Icebreaker Question: Share about a time when you had to make a difficult choice between
doing what was popular/safe versus doing what you knew was right. What helped you make
that decision?

Sermon Summary

This study explores Daniel chapter 3, where Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to
bow to King Nebuchadnezzar's golden statue despite the threat of death. Their story
reveals three powerful truths about faith, obedience, and God's faithfulness even in our
most dangerous moments.
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Key Takeaways

Truth #1: Even when the battle seems lost, God is still at work for the good of His
people and for His own glory.

Scripture Focus: Daniel 3:1-7
Discussion Questions:

1. The sermon noted that Nebuchadnezzar built this statue after defeating Jerusalem
and destroying the temple. When have you felt like God was absent or that evil had
won? How did that situation eventually reveal God's work?

2. How does understanding that God "allows things to happen...to reveal the hearts of
his people and to display his glory" change how you view current world events or
personal struggles?

3. Pastor Chris shared a humbling story about pride after receiving praise. Why is
receiving God's favor or recognition from others often a dangerous moment
spiritually?
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Truth #2: Even when under fire, the faithful kneel not.

Scripture Focus: Daniel 3:8-18

Discussion Questions:

1.

4.

The three Hebrew boys were called out by the very people (Chaldeans) that
Abraham was called to be set apart from. Who in your life most challenges your
decision to live differently as a Christian?

The sermon challenged the idea of "complying outwardly while secretly disagreeing
in our hearts." Discuss this statement: "We do not have a license to obey outwardly
while secretly disagreeing in our hearts." Where might Christians be tempted to do
this today?

Read Daniel 3:17-18 together. What does it mean that their obedience "wasn't
because they expected God to move"? How is this different from viewing obedience
as "employment" rather than faith?

The sermon mentioned modern examples like healthcare workers being required to
participate in abortions or business owners facing lawsuits. What are some "altars"
our culture is asking us to bow to today? What might faithfulness cost us?

Truth #3: Even if you are already in the fire, it's never too late for the Lord to act.

Scripture Focus: Daniel 3:19-30

Discussion Questions:

1.

Why do you think God sometimes allows us to stay in difficult situations "a little long
just to show his great glory"? Can you share an example from your own life?

The sermon pointed out that when the men emerged, not only were they unharmed,
but their binds were gone. What "binds" in your life do you need God to remove?

The pastor noted they "didn't even smell like smoke" and their dignity was
preserved. How does God preserve our dignity even when we go through trials?

How does this story encourage you about a situation you're currently facing that
seems hopeless?
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Practical Applications
This Week's Challenge:
Choose one of the following to practice this week:

Option 1: Identify Your Altars

¢ Write down areas where you feel pressure to "bow" to cultural expectations that
conflict with biblical values.

e Pray specifically about one area where you need courage to stand firm.
e Share your commitment with one trusted person who can pray for you.
Option 2: Examine Your Obedience

¢ Reflect on this question: "Am | obeying God because | expect Him to reward me, or
because He is worthy regardless of the outcome?"

e Journal about an area where you're struggling to trust God without knowing the
outcome.

e Practice saying "even if He doesn't" prayers this week.
Option 3: Encourage Someone in the Fire
¢ ldentify someone you know who is "in the furnace" right now.
¢ Reach out to them with encouragement from this passage.
o Remind them thatit's never too late for God to act.
Memory Verse:
Daniel 3:17-18 - "If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty's hand. But even if he does not,

we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of
gold you have set up."
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Closing Reflection
The sermon ended with the image of a broken bridge over a dangerous chasm.
Closing Questions:

¢ Where are you standing at the edge of a "broken bridge" right now, afraid to step out
in faith?

¢ Whatwould it look like to trust "the one who created it all and the one who is waiting
for us on the other side"?

@ Prayer

Prayer Focus:
e Pray for courage to stand firm when the world demands we bow.

¢ Prayforthose in the group facing their own "furnaces."

e Pray for faith to trust God even when we can't see the outcome.

e Prayforthe lost and hurting, that they would call on the name of the Lord.
Additional Resources

o Read the fullaccount: Daniel 3

¢ Related passages: Romans 10:13, Luke 12:4-5, Romans 13:7

e For further study: Research the historical context of Nebuchadnezzar's reign and the
Babylonian exile



